Arts & Entertainment

Chicken
Wings
A comic strip takes off.
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by Daniel Beauregard
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f you have any involvement with the aviation community
you’ve doubtless heard of the “Chicken Wings” comic strip—
if you haven’t, you might be missing out.
“Chicken Wings” is an aviation themed comic strip that takes
SODFHRQDVPDOOKDQJDU¿OOHGZLWKPD\FRORUIXOFKDUDFWHUV
“I think it was born on a napkin one late night at the beginning of November 2001,” co-creator Mike Strasser says. “In
ZHKDGDIHZVWULSV$W¿UVWWKH\ZHUHOLWWOHSHRSOHWKHQ
we came up with the name “Chicken Wings” so we turned them
into chickens.”
Created by brothers Mike and Stefan Strasser, “Chicken
Wings” started out as a playful idea, but they soon gained a
noticeable following and before they knew it, “Chicken Wings”
took off.
 ,QWKHFRPLF¶VHDUO\GD\V0LNHZDVZRUNLQJDWDÀLJKWVFKRRO
DVDPHFKDQLFEDFNXSFKDUWHUSLORWDQGÀLJKWLQVWUXFWRU+HZDV
DOVRHQUROOHGLQÀLJKWVFKRROJHWWLQJKLVKHOLFRSWHUUDWLQJV+LV
younger brother Stefan, who draws the cartoon, was going to university in Tokyo. They’d come out with a few strips each month
and Mike would hand them around the school. Eventually people began asking for more so they started making pamphlets and
created Chickenwingscomics.com.
The brothers grew up in Austria and Mike was stationed in
Cyprus for two years in the United Nations to complete his mandatory military service. It was during this time he decided to get

his pilot ratings in the United States. Mike has been interested in
À\LQJVLQFHKHZDVZKHQKHDWWHQGHGDORFDODLUVKRZDQGZDV
PHVPHUL]HGE\WKHDFUREDWLFSHUIRUPDQFHRIDQ$9+DUULHU
 ³,VWDUWHGEXLOGLQJPRGHOSODQHVDQGÀ\LQJ5&SODQHVDQG,
¿JXUHGRXW,FRXOGQ¶WEHD+DUULHUSLORWEHFDXVHWKH$XVWULDQPLOitary doesn’t have any, so I changed my mind in my teen years
after seeing ‘Air America’.” This is what inspired him to become
DKHOLFRSWHUSLORWDQGQRZKH¶V¿JKWLQJ¿UHVIRU*XDUGLDQ+HOLcopters Inc., based in Van Nuys, California.
 6WHIDQLVWZR\HDUV\RXQJHUDQGOLYHVLQ9LHQQD$XVWULD+H¶V
PDLQO\DFDUWRRQLVWDQG&KLFNHQ:LQJVLVKLVSULPDU\SURMHFW+H
DOVRZULWHVDQGGUDZVDFRPLFIRUD¿UH¿JKWLQJPDJD]LQHFDOOHG
Flo and Co, and does graphic and web design on the side.
“Up to the point when I decided to try and do this full
time, which was quite late in life, I
didn’t consider being a cartoonist
a real career option,” Stefan says,
who had been working on “Chicken Wings” for three years before
graduating university. “It dawned
on me that I would be happier doing this than wearing a suit and tie
… so at the point where it was ‘get
a job or else,’ I opted for ‘or else’
and gave it a try.”
 5HFHQWO\ ³&KLFNHQ :LQJV´ XSgraded their website with new features and more space. It also has the
archives from the past two years, so
it’s fun to start from the beginning
and see the strip move forward and
the characters interact with each other.
One of the most entertaining interactions is between the pilot Chuck who
À\V D &HVVQD  DQG LWV PHFKDQLF
Julio. They always seem to be butting
heads over something.
The site also features a new discussion forum that’s been getting a lot
RI WUDI¿F VLQFH LW RSHQHG ³:H GRQ¶W
KDYH DV PXFK WUDI¿F DV WKH $23$
but we’ve got a bunch of really good
people in there with a lot of experience in aviation,” says Mike.
 :KHQ LW ¿UVW EHJDQ ³&KLFNHQ
Wings” was pretty technical and
most of the jokes were directly related to aviation, but now it’s morphed
into a comic strip for aviation enthusiasts and laypeople alike. Mike and

6WHIDQ FLWH FRPLF VWULSV OLNH ³3HDQXWV´ ³&DOYLQ DQG +REEHV´
DQG³*DU¿HOG´IRULQVSLUDWLRQDQGVRPHRIWKDWEOHHGVWKURXJK
in their humor.
 ³:H¶YHFDXJKWDELWRIÀDFNIURPWKHKDUGFRUHDYLDWLRQIDQV
who’ve been following us from day one who ask us why we have
WRLQVHUWDQRI¿FHMRNH´0LNHVD\V³%XWZHDOVRWU\WREHDFcurate enough to attract people to aviation and show them it’s a
good, fun business to be in.”
It’s one of Mike and Stefan’s biggest dreams to eventually see an
animated Chicken Wings TV series but for now they’re content with
the amount of notoriety they’ve gotten thus far, and the brothers are
hoping the sky is the limit.
For more information, visit www.chickenwingscomics.com.
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